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DESIGN  

A MASCOT 

FOR MYCITI

AND RIDE 

FREE FOR 

SIX   MONTHS.

www.capetown.gov.za/myciti

HOW TO ENTER

Create an image (a computer graphic 

or hand-drawn illustration) or a model 
no bigger than a shoebox size and send it 
to the MyCiTi team in one of the 
following ways:

Email: myciti@capetown.gov.za
Fax: 021 462 0427
Hand deliver:  HWB Communication, 
4 Myrtle Street, Gardens.

For queries, call 021 462 1706
The closing date for entries is 
10 August 2011 at 17:00.

The City of Cape Town is calling on 
creative Capetonians to come up with 
ideas for a mascot for the new MyCiTi 
public transport service. Our judges are 
looking for a mascot that’s fun, fresh 
and friendly, so here’s your chance
To make your mark in your city.

THE RULES

You must live in the Cape Town municipal 
area to enter. The chosen concept, in part 
or its entirety, will become the intellectual 
property of the City of Cape Town.The prize, 
a six-month free pass for the MyCiTi system, 
cannot be exchanged for cash. The judges’ 
decision is final.

Tanya Farber

THE City of Cape Town has taken
the stance of preventing new
informal settlements from emerg-
ing and restricting the expansion
of existing settlements, instead of
making serviced land available.

This is according to the State of
our Cities report. It found this had
not stopped the flow of domestic
migrants, but had exacerbated all
the problems of congested living. 

“If properly managed, domes-
tic migration can bring people
closer to services, enrich the
labour market, and open impor-
tant opportunities for poverty
reduction,” Loren Landau, of the
African Centre for Migration and
Society, said.  

Professor Ivan Turok, of the
Human Sciences Research Coun-
cil, said: “This is a wealthy city
and it should be feasible to provide
basic services like sanitation and

electricity to all. There needs to be
more of a discussion on housing
policy. 

“While it is not feasible to give
everyone a free house, the City of
Cape Town has not made enough
of an effort to get some of the
jobs closer to where people live
by persuading employers, manu-
facturers and distributors to
relocate to places that are more
accessible.”

Two possibilities – already

implemented in other countries –
discussed in the State of our Cities
report included a cross-subsidis-
ing scheme and a hidden subsidy
scheme. 

The former means that com-
mercial developers are obliged to
provide a certain proportion of
“affordable” housing as part of
their new projects. 

The latter means that state-
owned land is used to encourage
affordable housing. 

The state provides house
builders with a hidden subsidy by
selling or leasing well-located land
at below market value.

According to the report,
the “use of publicly owned land
in this way can be a powerful
means of counteracting market
forces because the government
can control the type, density and
occupancy of the housing
built”.
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Council stance on migrants has backfired – report

PEOPLE POUR INTO CAPE TOWN

City’s urbanisation ‘time bomb’
Tanya Farber

WHILE Mayor Patricia de Lille has
said the influx of migrants from
the Eastern Cape is “a testament to
the city’s high standard of service
delivery”, analysts have warned
that failure to address urbanisa-
tion issues urgently could end in
disaster.

A recent report released by the
South African Cities Network out-
lines the city’s failure to keep pace
with migration.

While the percentage nationally
of households living in informal
dwellings has fallen in the past
eight years, in Cape Town it has
gone up. 

It is estimated that, over eight
years, the number of households in
the city living in shacks rose by
100 000. 

Cape Town is also the only city
in the country where the percent-
age of households using bucket toi-
lets or with no access to toilet facil-
ities actually increased, as did the
percentage of those with no access
to mains electricity.

Said principal author of the
report, Professor Ivan Turok from
the Human Sciences Research
Council: “We are walking up a
downward escalator and the prob-
lem is getting bigger. It is not a sta-
ble or static situation.”

According to sociologist Profes-
sor Simon Bekker, approximately
50 000 people now move to Cape
Town every year, translating to
some 16 000 households.

In another extensive report
released this month by the South
African Local Government Associ-
ation, it was found that if the chal-
lenges of migration and urbanisa-
tion were not met, the risks of
“violence, poverty and social exclu-
sion” could increase on an
unprecedented scale.

Loren Landau, who heads the
African Centre for Migration and
Society based at Wits University,
and who headed the research
process, said: “There has been an
over-emphasis on international
migrants in broader discussions
about human mobility, but they
represent a tiny percentage of
urban residents in most places.
Part of this is xenophobia, but
part of it is because they form a
convenient scapegoat for authori-
ties looking for excuses for poor

service delivery.”
The research report found that

migration is generally not consid-
ered at all in municipal planning
processes and that failure to proac-
tively address migration and other
forms of human mobility will
“yield undesired consequences for
all, including social fragmentation,
economic exclusion, poor planning
and the continued possibility of
violence”. 

De Lille’s spokesman, Solly
Malatsi, said: “The city is doing its
best to provide services for all peo-
ple irrespective of whether they
are originally from Cape Town or
not. 

“But the provision of such serv-
ices is often very challenging. 

“This means building infra-

structure such as the installations
of sewerage pipes and toilet facili-
ties, but there is insufficient
municipal land on which these
facilities can be built.” 

The State of our Cities report,
however, strongly recommended
that the “upgrading of informal
settlements should be taken much
more seriously”. 

“Additional land will have to be
made available to reduce the densi-
ties of areas that are overcrowded
and to accommodate people living
in backyard shacks.

“The provision of well-located
land is clearly a major stumbling
block, impeded by the financial
cost of acquiring land as well as
wider objections from vested inter-
ests,” it stated.

It was also found that there was
considerable scope for more
intense residential development in
and around the central city and
inner suburbs, which would reduce
the transport costs for commuters
and job seekers, and increase the
usage of city centre amenities.

Community leader Loyiso
Mfuku, who heads the Mandela
Park Backyarders group in
Khayelitsha, said the city authori-
ties were not being transparent
about their plans.

“The city has told us they have
a plan to meet these challenges,” he
said.

“But we do not believe they 
are being honest as they will 
not disclose their plan to us nor
consult with community leaders 

to discuss our real needs. 
“We have also asked them for

data on housing backlog numbers,
but they refuse to give it to us. 

“Their strategy is about mis-
leading the public in the media, vil-
ifying us and humiliating us, and
then pointing to the frustration
they’ve reduced us to so that they
can paint us as hooligans.”

Mfuku said the Department of
Human Settlements had provided a
copy of budget spend since 1996
and that his organisation was
studying it carefully. 

“We have already picked up
errors,” he said.

“And will revert to the media
once we have thoroughly investi-
gated the document.”
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Myth of a better life in the city attracts destitute
Tanya Farber

“THEY think they’ll find jobs here,
but they don’t know what a strug-
gle it is,” Yondela Mesele, 23, says
as she passes her four-month-old
baby to her mother.

“I’ve been here for four months,
and still nothing. There is no
work.”

Yondela makes her way over to
the hot plates in the corner of the
yellow-walled shack where the
magwinya (vetkoek) is sizzling. If
she sells a plain one, she’ll get
R1.50. With polony, it’s R2.50. 

But few of her neighbours in
the surrounding shacks in the
Barcelona informal settlement can
afford to buy. Despite the weather,
the lights are kept off to save elec-
tricity, while outside dogs, chickens
and a handful of children make
footprints on the muddy “road”,
and the wind scatters litter along
the fence. 

In March, Yondela and Mihlali,
her baby, boarded a taxi for the long
ride from Ciskei. Abject poverty,
unemployment, poor sanitation,
lack of housing and crippled serv-
ice delivery in the “former Bantus-
tans” provide a major impetus for
thousands of local migrants a year
to make the move from the Eastern
Cape to the Western Cape.

Mesele’s mother, Noliso, now 56,
made the same journey in 1978,
leaving her children behind in the
hope of supporting them.

Not much has changed in Ciskei
since then.

“There are more than 20 people
using one tap,” Yondela says.

“And it is our only water, but it
is sour. There are no jobs, and if
you make something, no one has
money to buy it. There is also no

waste removal in the area, and get-
ting to a clinic in time if you’re
sick is a major challenge.”

Patricia de Lille’s spokesman,
Solly Malatsi, describes Cape Town
as the antidote to this.

He says: “It is the city of oppor-
tunities for a better life. 

“For many people who relocate,
the city is the best place for them to
pursue their dreams by working or
studying. Our role as a city is to
ensure that we extend opportuni-
ties to all people so that they can

live in dignity.”
But the “bright lights syn-

drome” of the city is often just a
mirage for those desperate to
escape their circumstances.

“It is a life of poverty in Ciskei
and now in Cape Town, too,” Noliso
says.

Professor Ivan Turok, who
works in the economic perform-
ance and development department
at the HSRC, says internal migra-
tion and natural population growth
lie at the heart of the service deliv-

ery problem, and the sheer magni-
tude of the numbers makes plan-
ning a challenge. 

But, he says, this is also an
excuse used by the city council as
redistribution is not on the agenda.

“The city is wealthy, but is
struggling to keep pace,” he says,
“and all the cities face these issues,
but some are proving better able to
keep up. We are on a par with Gaut-
eng in terms of migrant arrivals,
but they don’t experience the same
increase in backlog. 

“Cape Town focuses money on
relatively well-off areas where the
source of money and votes come
from. It is not redistributing the
resources.”

And, while unemployment per-
petuates the cycle of socio-eco-
nomic division, it also lies at the
heart of the migration patterns.
For those lucky enough to find
jobs, it often happens after a long
period of waiting during which
resources are needed to survive
from day to day.

Noliso says Yondela is not the
only member of her family looking
for work. Her son and other daugh-
ter also venture out every day in
the hope of finding work – any
kind of work – while Noliso, her
body aching with arthritis, stays
home and takes care of her five
grandchildren.

That brings to nine the number
of people living in her two-roomed
shack with its four beds.

The Mesele family are not
unusual. Their situation is repli-
cated more than a hundred thou-
sand times over on large tracts of
land that are virtually invisible –
except as a metal mass of anony-
mous housing as viewed from the
highway – to those dotted around
the mountain and in the northern
suburbs. 

To those designing and imple-
menting policy, this is also some-
times the case.

The Salga report found that
“one of the most fundamental chal-
lenges to local government in pro-
tecting the rights and welfare of
migrants and other residents is
how little municipalities know
about the people living in their
areas of jurisdiction”.
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OUT OF THE FRYING PAN: Yondela Mesele, who cooks and sells food to make a living, fries vetkoek, while
her mother, Noliso, cradles infant Mihlali. The family are from Ciskei. Picture: TRACEY ADAMS


